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I was born in 1968 in  
Edmonton, Alberta and 
continue to make Edmonton 

my home with regular trips to 
the mountains and west coast for 
inspiration.

I graduated from the Fine Arts 
program at Grant MacEwan 
College and continued at the Uni-
versity of Alberta with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts Degree in 1990 and 
a Bachelor of Education Degree 
in 2000.

Having worked as a graphic 
designer for over 20 years, I was 
eager to put the brush to the 
canvas again and began a full 
time career as an artist in 2010. 
My work is represented in galler-
ies across Canada and I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to work 
from home as well as artist-in-
residence opportunities through 
these galleries.

Because of my love of the 
mountains, hiking, canoeing and 
biking, I tend to create images 
that are reminders of personal 
experiences. I enjoy the satis-
faction that comes when my 
art resonates with the viewer’s 
experience as well.

excerpted from hayashi.ca/about

c r i t i q u e s
Meet 
Randy Hayashi, 
our critic 
for the June 
meeting.

Mary Fitzgerald
Good mark making and variety of 
colour. The circles come through nicely. 
This could be displayed in landscape 
view. The blue band at the bottom 
could have some colours moving in.

Tamara Dupas
The mountains and trees are great. 
The white horizontal line could be 
more of a subtle mist to avoid the 
arching of the white. The horizon line 
could be dropped a bit to take it off the 
centre of the page.

Gail Farewell
I like the watercolour technique, loose 
and organic. A good variety of soft and 
hard edges. The white of the snow 
commands a lot of attention. Consider 
adding more water in the snow in the 
front to lessen the attention it gets. 
The horizon line in the middle could be 
lowered.

Marj Miller
The warm to cool gradient works well 
and creates depth. Good variation of 
shape sizes. A mat frame would help.

Punita Chohan
The story seems to be about a journey. 
Good use of blues and the trees are 
well painted. Consider omitting the 
tree on the left.

hayashi.ca/about
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c r i t i q u e s   ( c o n t i n u e d )

Cheryl Johnson
Very nice mark making with the foliage 
treated well. More texture in the water 
is required as the water carries more 
weight in this scene. Nice depth and 
composition.

Betty Dean
This is a well mastered form with 
a nice glow in background. A few 
more highlights on the left flower are 
needed. For luminosity try some light 
shining through the leaves.

Donna Chamberland
This is a great drawing as the 
painting reads well. Nice depth and 
composition. Try anchoring the chair 
and left leg by creating stronger weight 
value in the shadows.

Hesham Elfar
Feeling of a mystery story book cover. 
Inviting the viewer in. The perspective 
is strong. May want to increase the 
foliage, on the right side of the red 
roof, by making it a bit bigger.

Rob Guetre
Great job in rendering skin tones, it 
reads well. Try darkening the value of 
the headband on the sides to enhance 
its roundness.

Athena Fenstermacher
This evokes a sweet feeling. The variety 
of shapes are nice. The high gloss 
print is a good presentation choice. 
The cherries do well as they are a bit 
darker. A few darker spots would give 
this piece more “pop”.
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c r i t i q u e s   ( c o n t i n u e d )

Ada Wong
The mark making and looseness is 
very nice. This has a nice feel, and the 
addition of the orange works well. 
The rocks in the background could be 
lighter commanding less attention.

Myrna Wilkinson
This has a story book feeling of 
folklore. Nice uniformity in the 
treatment and delicacy of the flowers. 
A nice composition, particularly in 
leaving the gate open inviting the 
viewer down the path. The background 
trees need a bit darker value for depth.

Jani Galarneau
This works very well with the peacock 
popping out. Great work and display of 
colours.

Carmella Hawkowsky
A very nice piece with a peaceful 
feeling. The sharpness in the hair and 
book adds interest. The softness and 
green edging are nice. The abstract 
background adds interest to the story.

Kevin Bigelow
This reminds me of Andy Warhol. To 
make the can more cylindrical, treat 
the value of the blue differently on the 
sides. Adding a drop shadow will pop 
out the can.

M Salayi
A nice piece that reads well. Good 
colour sense and the warm colours are 
good.
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c r i t i q u e s   ( c o n t i n u e d )

Helena Ball
Good command of watercolour with 
a nice mix of architectural lines and 
organic flora. May consider increasing 
the values in the background. 

James Tordiff
Great shapes going on here with the 
variety of sizing. Nice job creating the 
organic makeup. The fat lines in the 
front receding to thinner lines in the 
back makes for good perspective.

Debra McGinnis
The rocks are well done with the 
dimensional shapes and values. Good 
job on the greens receding into the 
distance. The clouds could be softened 
and extended horizontally.

Seraya Smit
I really like the use of colour and the 
abstractness. Exaggerated arches in 
the bridge will create more interest. 
Good rendering of the centre pillars.

Frances Hessels
Very nice watercolour! Each person 
is unique in their expressions and are 
well rendered. The sign commands too 
much attention.

Johanne Septou
The forms have good flow and the 
greens are lovely. The orange could be 
carried through to some other flowers.

Penny Lamnek
The line weight is well done, varying in 
sizes. A beautiful piece!

Keith Nunas
Really good mark making from front to 
back. The background lakes might be 
too saturated and should to be toned 
down.

Richard St. Amant
This is a nice and loose painting. Good 
colour choices. Evokes a feeling of 
freedom.
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Rebecca Viezel
Emotional! The light in background 
gives the feeling of hope. The tilt of the 
flower perspective is well done. The 
signature draws too much attention.

Jenny Rodrigue
The rock is well rendered. Consider 
adding another rock. More floral detail 
in the foreground is required.

Erica Dirk
The light is amazing with the 
luminosity. Compositionally the two 
fish work well. Great use of the colour 
palette. The signature could be left out 
or put on the back.

Yvonne Bilan-Wallace
The puppy is in a good place. Bridge in 
the two sides together by anchoring 
the dog with a flower under his paw. 
The stars could be bolder.

c r i t i q u e s   ( c o n t i n u e d )

Mehar Kaur
Nice mark making in the flowers, sky 
and trees. Make one tree a bit taller for 
added depth. The tops of the flowers 
could have some sky holes added to 
get them to “pop”. Bigger flowers 
could be added into the foreground. 
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THE PAINT SPOT Call for ARTISTS 
The Paint Spot will celebrate 40 years of providing beautiful materials to inspire creativity. This is an 
excellent opportunity to pay homage to what makes The Paint Spot special: ART SUPPLIES and, of 
course – YOU – our community of artists!

Everyone is invited to participate! It’s as easy as 1-2-3:
1.	 Get a 12" × 12" gallery profile canvas or birch panel
2.	 Create an image related to the theme of art supplies
3.	 The deadline for delivery is between June 1 and 30, 2025

The exhibition runs July 4 to Aug 26, 2025
#fortheloveofartsupplies

for the love of art supplies!

10441 123 St, Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1N8      P:   780.426.4649      E:   jake@jakesframing.com

Jake’s Framing offers superior custom picture framing including museum-grade 
picture framing, specialized mat‑cutting, canvas painting stretching, dry‑mounting, 

and engraving.

“I strive to provide the best customer service in the industry at a fair price. 
Please give me a chance to frame your artwork and I promise you won’t be disappointed.”

Jake Lewis    Owner of Jake’s Framing since 1993

Looking for pre-made frames?
Jake recommends VESTATE

16602 - 114 Ave NW
Ph. 780 433 1695

www.paintspot.ca
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This article, featuring Vivian Thierfelder, appeared in the April 18, 1993 edition of the Edmonton Journal. 
She became a very fine and accomplished visual artist in Alberta.  She joined EAC in 1967.  

l o o k i n g  b a c k

Networking with Plein Air Artists
Friday, July 18, 1 - 3:30 pm at Emily Murphy Park

with Sharon Moore-Foster

Bring your sketchbook / canvas, 
create with the materials you choose!

Bring your essential outdoor gear: sunscreen, insect 
repellant, hat, umbrella, something to sit on - whatever 
you think you might need for a few hours of painting in 

the park.
To RSVP or for further information, contact 

sharon@carfacalberta.com

Connect and Create at Emily Murphy Park
CARFAC
Edmonton

mailto:sharon%40carfacalberta.com?subject=networking%20with%20plein%20air%20artists%20-%20RSVP
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On JUNE 7, 2025, CARFAC ALBERTA HOSTED  
 an opportunity to participate in a slide presentation 

on Artificial Intelligence and Visual Artists. Our presenter, 
Katrina Ingram, Edmontonian and Founder of Ethically 
Aligned AI and Professor at the University of Alberta, 
recognizes the many factors that involve AI technology.

Before we delve into the AI factor, let’s take a step back 
into history. Some of you will remember the huge uproar 
about what would happen on the New Year of 2000. Surely 
disaster was on the way, and all technology was supposed 
to collapse; however, it did not. As an educator, I recall the 
intense debates when all teachers were required to use 
computers to input students’ data. Some refused, but soon 
after had to comply. How long have you had your bank 
card? Have you seen the lineups at Costco for electronic 
payments?

How many of you have tried ChatGPT? ChatGPT is only 
one product. AI, however, is a vast field of science that 
utilizes a range of technologies. AI technologies, since 
the 1950’s are already woven into the technological 
infrastructure. We are now encountering AI differently. 
The story of automation has shifted through the century. 
Creative, generative and knowledge work are now part of 
the automation, which may cause some angst.

Katrina shared that data is collected from numerous 
sources (including your artworks)and  is used to create 
algorithms that create step-by-step information. As I type, 
my computer is alerting me to my spelling errors. It utilizes 
data that we often perceive as truth; however, there can 
be flaws in the data due to bias and fairness issues. As a 
user, you do not have information about what data was 
put into the program, and you do not know what training 
data was used; you have to understand that there are 
mixed possibilities about the truth of the data.

This brings us to the idea of how our art is used in 
technology. If we are painting apples and you post on 
the computer, then your apple can become part of the 
data. Technology scavenges for information, and as 
I understand, it does not adhere to copyright laws.  
I know artists whose art has been used by others 
without permission. We have to ask, who or what 
controls AI and its generative data? CARFAC Canada has 
been working on this issue for years. Check this out.

Some tips that I learned from the presentation and 
personal research through https://www.carfac.ca/tools/
know-your-copyrights/ are:

•	 In Canada your artwork is automatically protected 
by copyright the moment it is created in a fixed 
form, meaning you don’t need to register it to have 
copyright.

•	 Use a copyright notice that typically includes the 
copyright symbol, your name, and the year of first 
publication.

•	 Add a watermark to your work.
•	 Sign and date your work
•	 Use low resolution when taking photos of your art.
•	 Use JPEG formatting.
•	 Do not share the entire image,
•	 Add a border to your online images.
•	 Do not share high-resolution images online.
•	 Put yourself into the photos - such as holding the 

artwork, or posting your work on a chair.
•	 Send a ‘cease and desist’ notice to the offender.

Artfully yours, 
Mary Frances FitzgeraldM F Fitzgerald

where do we go from here?
AI   a n d  t h e  VISUAL       A R TIST  

https://www.carfac.ca/tools/know-your-copyrights/ 
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•	 National Geographic
•	 Artists and Illustrators
•	 Native American Magazine
•	 International Artist
•	 Arte MagazineArtMagazine
•	 Southwest Art
•	 CosmopolitanArtists: Back to Basics
•	 Crate Magazine

•	 Chateau de Versailles
•	 The Artists Way
•	 The Creative Act
•	 Find Your Artistic Voice

As an avid reader, I was delighted to discover Libby, available through Alberta Libraries.
With your free library card, you can read your books and magazines online. 

Some of the magazines are:                                                     Some books you might enjoy are:

s u mm  e r  r e a d i n g
Mary Frances Fitzgerald

See What You Are Missing!

www.deltaart.ca
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The AFA believes in the full and equal participation of 
all citizens in the economy, polity, and society. The AFA 
manifests this belief through its policies and programs that 
promote inclusive citizenship in two distinct ways: in the arts 
and through the arts. 

https://www.affta.ab.ca/EDIA
•	 In the arts means encouraging a diversity of artists, arts 

organizations, and audiences to participate through inclusive 
access to opportunities and resources in the arts sector

•	 Through the arts refers to the use of art as a vehicle to help 
Albertans learn how to respond to differences in ways that 
enable dialogue, promote a sense of trust and belonging, 
and pave the way for innovation, vibrancy, and meaningful 
structural changes.

The objectives of the AFA’s Pluralism Policy are to:
•	 Advance equity, diversity, inclusion, and access by committing 

to pluralism in the arts.
•	 Promote dialogue, understanding, AFA pluralism, and vibrancy 

by committing to a pluralist Alberta through the arts.
•	 Guide the implementation of the Pluralism Policy by the AFA.

See this short explainer video to learn more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W60KcQ_gaYQ

https://www.affta.ab.ca/EDIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W60KcQ_gaYQ
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ART CLASSES                                             GALLERY                                          ART SUPPLIES        PAINTSPOT.CA        

 

 

10032 81 AVE 
780 436 0240 

EDMONTON AB 
 

Plein Air and  
Urban Sketching  

Cyanotype  

www.paintspot.ca
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We’re grateful to the Alberta Foundation of the 
Arts for their continuing support.

As the primary arts resource and grant-funding body in Alberta, the 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts helps to unleash the potential of every 
artist through funding, arts promotion, and capacity-building. We 
provide behind-the-scenes support to artists and arts organizations, 
giving them the power to inspire minds, encourage expression, foster 
creativity, and contribute to Alberta’s economy. From story time at 
local libraries to annual festivals on neighbourhood streets, the arts 
are active in your community. Albertans celebrate and support the arts 
as artists, volunteers, donors, and attendees at local arts events and 
activities. Experience, celebrate, and take pride in the arts—they’re all 
around you! 
Read more at affta.ab.ca/home.

CARFAC Alberta works to promote and advocate for the visual arts 
in Alberta and help Alberta artists become more professional in their 
practice.

 It is funded provincially and municipally and provides a 
communications hub between members of the visual arts community and the general public. Visual Arts Alberta – 
CARFAC is the affiliate for the national arts organization Canadian Artists Representation/le front des artistes canadiens.
Member Benefits:
•	 Professional advice about best practices and rights of artists
•	 Advocacy on issues affecting the arts sector
•	 Information about intellectual property (copyright)
•	 Professional developement opportunities
•	 And much more!
While we cannot speak all languages, it is our job to help all  
Alberta visual artists become more professional 
in their practice.
CARFAC Alberta Office & Project Space:
3rd Fl., 10215-112 St., Edmonton, AB
Hours: Wednesday to Friday, 10–4pm and Saturday 12–4pm
t 780.421.1731  tf 1.866.421.1731

carfacalberta.com                   general@carfacalberta.com

T h a n k  Y o u !

10441 123 Street NW, Edmonton
11116 - 120 Street NW, Edmonton 10032 - 81 Ave NW, Edmonton

Thanks to Colours, Delta Art and Drafting Supplies, The Paint Spot, and the Strathcona Art Society for their ongoing support in helping to 
distribute the EAC newsletters!  And thanks to the following businesses who give generous discounts to EAC members!

http://affta.ab.ca/home
http://www.carfacalberta.com
mailto:general%40carfacalberta.com?subject=

